A\ f
newsletter

2012.02

The Youth Empowerment Journey:
From Being a Delegate to Being Host
NetM|SS|on X APNG Camp

13th APNG CAMP HONG KONG

APNGCAMP

Matthew Hui, one of the NetMission ambassa-
dors 1.0, has attended the 11th Asia Pacific
Next Generation (APNG) Camp - a camp for
the young people who have had great contri-
butions to the Internet - in Malaysia as a
participant, 12th APNG Camp in Japan as the
secretariat, and 13th APNG Camp in Hong
Kong as the host.

The First Acquaintance with APNG
All that traced back to the time when he
joined the NetMission Program by Dotasia

Organization. Matthew was eager to join
NetMission as it provided splendid opportu-
nities for him to join different international
events. With his out-going character that has
strong interest in the culture of different
countries, he wanted to explore more to
enhance his horizon. Also, he was attracted by
NetMission Program as it strongly relates to
his interest - Internet Technology and
provides opportunity to the participants to
initiate, design and implement different kinds
of community projects. Therefore, after

From Trainee to Trainer: NetMission
Leading Asian Youth IG Discussions

NetMission X YIGF
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YIGF is a youth version of the United Nations

i
N

IGF with a core vision of providing an open
platform for discussion on Internet gover-
nance issues. The multi-stakeholder approach
emphasizes that consensus is not the priority
while listening and understanding the views
of one another are the main focus. This ensures
everyone is being heard no matter you have
legitimate power or not. (full story inside)

rounds of interview and trainings, he became
the 1st generation of NetMission Ambassa-
dor. With Matthew’s outstanding perfor-
mance, he was selected to attend the 11th
APNG Camp in Malaysia. He was there to
introduce the world what NetMission
Program is. (full story inside)
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The UNIGF is a multi-stakeholder forum for policy dialogue and
discussions on Internet Governance issues which tends to provide an
equal, open and inclusive process to any individual who is interested
in taking part in policy discussions or debates concerning the
Internet’s development, as well as facilitates the exchange of ideas.
During the IGF, wide range of workshops, best practice forums, open
forums with the main themes of openness, security, diversity, access
and critical Internet resources are held.
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Inspirations from UNIGF

UNIGF is always a place where inspirations come. This year 2 of the
Ambassadors Lily Kung and Avis Chan joined the UNIGF Nairobi in
September which is already the 3rd IGF that we have been to. This
time we were deeply impressed with the concept about Digital
Citizenship. It suggests us not to ask what the Internet can do for us
but what we can do for the Internet as a Netizen. We believe that this
concept is very creative yet essential to the path of promoting
children’s right on Internet - it is not passively talking about what
should children get from the Internet, what rights should they enjoy,
but at the same time about recognizing their role in this Internet
society and give them responsibilities as citizenship. This idea has
inspired us a lot and we hoped to introduce this idea to other Netmis-
sion ambassadors as well.
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Under the Internationa Spotlight

Upon remarkable success of the YIGF in Hong Kong, we earn a
valuable chance to speak in the UNIGF held at Vilnius in 2010 for
reporting our findings during the YIGF. Though this year we did not
host a workshop ourselves, we helped with the drafting of the
Dynamic Youth Coalition Statement. We discussed youth participa-
tion on Internet issues with an optimal use of online platform to edit
the statement together. We were very happy to be part of the collec-
tive effort from people all over the world.
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Stepping onto this international discussion ground is really an
amazing experience as a youth. We feel that more youth should be
informed about this participation channel to Internet Governance.
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Engaging Youth from Different Countries

Indeed our Nairobi Journey had some very good companions - YIGF
delegates from Singapore. With the mission of making more youth
impact, a YIGF was organized by NetMission in Singapore in June
2011. 4 outstanding participants of YIGF Singapore were invited to
join our NetMission team from Hong Kong to attend the UNIGF
Nairobi. Different voices of youth geographically were then brought
together.
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During IGF we were delighted to meet a lot of potential partners who
are interested in holding YIGF with us, such as people from France
and Kenya. It provided us with opportunites to hold a “Europe x Asia
x Africa”YIGF in the future. We hope that with more YIGF occurring in
different countries will provide more opportunities for youth to
engage in the Internet governance discussion. As Internet gover-
nance is important to every Internet user, we hope that there can be
more promotion on this starting from us NetMission Hong Kong!
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Youth Becomlng' Part of the PollcyMaklng Structure
NetMission @ ICANN

NetMission always envisions the rise of youth
leaders in the Internet Community. The
ICANN meetings, where many Internet-
related policies are discussed and set, would
be a very good platform for nurturing the
NetMission Ambassadors.
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A Goodwill Established

ICANN meetings are held three times
annually in different continents to conduct
policy development and outreach with
participants coming from over a hundred
different countries. Workshops and open
forums would be held by the stakeholders of
the ICANN model, such as the Civil society, the
At-Large Summit of individual Internet user
representatives, Governments, Registries and
the technical community.
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The first ICANN meeting that NetMission
Ambassadors joining was held at Seoul in
2009. Though we were probably the youngest
group, and also a pretty new program to
other participants, we were well-accepted.
Hereafter, we continue to participate ICANN
meetings in different places including those

held in Cartagena in 2010, San Francisco in
March 2011 and Singapore in June 2011. We
are therefore establishing a goodwill and
being more and more recognised among the
Internet industry. Our constant participation
also helps us promoting the NetMission spirit
to other countries which also plants the seeds
for our future development.
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Joining APRALO in ICANN Singapore
In June 2011, ICANN had its 41st meeting held
in Singapore where a piece of great news was
brought about to us. This time we have a big
team of Ambassadors together joining the
meeting. After a joint effort of the ambassa-
dors, the NetMission Ambassadors Program is
finally becoming an official member of the
APRALO which represents the individual
Internet users in the Asian-Australasia-Pacific
region. This signifies a great milestone of
NetMission in realizing our vision. NetMission
taking part in the policy making structure
paves the way to enable more youth to
engage and influence the Internet Policy.
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Witnessing the Birth of a New Policy
Another big outcome from this ICANN
meeting is the policy adoption of new generic
Top Level Domains (gTLDs). Top Level Domain
is a navigating tool for the Internet such as
.asia, .com or .org. While we already have 20
gTLDs, ICANN consider to allows more
competition and choices for users. The discus-
sion of this issue is our long anticipated
agenda. The whole board of directors were
sitting on the panel and expressing their
standpoint each after each. At last, a voting
procedure were conducted. When we saw all
the hands up and a new policy became
effective hereafter, we have a strong feeling of
engagement in the Internet world.
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(Contined from Front Page) When Matthew
attended the 11th APNG Camp, he was fresh
and was there to learn, to communicate with
different people, and to know how youth
from countries carry out community projects
successfully. He was impressed by the hard
work towards Internet by other youth in the
world and the fact that though people could
be young at age, they could be extremely
talented and smart. Take one of the partici-
pants from Thailand as an example. He
designed a program to measure the amount
of rainfall yet he was just a high school
student.

Contribution being Recognised

The experience of attending APNG Camp
stimulated Matthew to organize an APNG
local camp in Hong Kong. One year after the
11th APNG Camp, he successfully held a local
APNG Camp in Cyberport and recruited about
100 university students.

After Matthew’s work in organizing an APNG
local camp, his effort was being recognized
and was appointed as the secretariat in the
12th APNG Camp in Japan. He, as the facilita-
tor and administrator, was responsible for
international coordination such as calling
meetings and ensuring everyone knows the
flow, as well as administrative work for
example logistics.

From his special role in the 12th APNG Camp,
he has learnt the work to hold an interna-
tional conference and the way to communi-
cate with people with different culture. He has
also experienced strong NetMission spirit -
unity among all the NetMission Ambassadors.
Had there not been huge support from other
NetMission Ambassadors and the NetMission

committee, his work as the secretariat would
not have been so smooth and the APNG local
camp before hand would not have been so
successful.

During the 12th APNG Camp in Hiroshima,
Japan, Matthew has not only known more
about the Internet but has also experienced
great Japanese spirit - their determination
and strong will - from the reconstruction of
Hiroshima, a site where the atomic bomb was
hit during the second World War. At the end of
the APNG Camp, he asked the board if they
could have the APNG Camp held in Hong
Kong - a first ever idea, which motivated other
NetMission ambassadors to continue to
implement different community projects.

Eventually, the 13th APNG x NetMission
Camp, co-located with joint APRICOT-APAN
2011, was held successfully in Hong Kong
with concerted efforts of all the organizing
committee members. Passionate youth from
over 20 countries are attracted to this mean-
ingful event. Meeting with Vint Cerf, father of
the Internet, was a spotlight for the event. The
precious talk with Vint surely inspired and
motivate the delegates for Matthew, as one
of the hosts of the 13th APNG Camp, feels the
dream of NetMission ambassadors being
realized and the voice of youth are being
empowered.

The NetMission program helps Matthew to
unleash his potential and realize his role and
contribution to society. He wishes youngsters
in this generation can spread the message of
the importance of internet and technology to
different parts of the world. He believes the
program can provide youth with different
insights and give them directions.
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For Youth and By Youth

(Contined from Front Page) YIGF is a youth-driven initiative by NetMission hoping
to create more peer influence. The idea of YIGF indeed was triggered on the way
back from our trip to United Nations IGF (UNIGF) Egypt in 2009. Participants of
UNIGF are often stimulated to make impacts for their countries on their own after
various discussions during the meeting. We, NetMission Ambassadors, are no
exception of that. We feel that Internet governance should not be only a topic or
concern of adults. We, youth should be part of it as well. Therefore we try to
project this multi-stakeholder discussion model to the youth level. This gave rise
to the YIGF Hong Kong in 2010 with the effort of all our fellow ambassadors. A
remarkable success was achieved with new ideas conceived in the intensive
discussions and raised awareness among the youth.
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A Step Forward to Asia

Following the success of Hong Kong one, we want to replicate this model idea to
other youth so we NetMission has partnered with Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity (NTU) of Singapore to jointly host a YIGF Singapore from 16 - 18 June 2011.

We a team of 9 NetMission Ambassadors together with the secreta
from DotAsia, formed an organising committee to put this into actiol
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This was an awesome experience as taking the facilitator’s role is a ne
to some of us, especially when the participants were very proactive
gent. Some of the delegates are even in their pursuit of postgraduate
outstanding performance really exceed our expectation. The 3-c
forum was highly commended among the Singapore participants.
delegates Bernard Oi (PhD, NUS) said that after attended the YIGF an
qguent ICANN meetings, he developed a much deeper appreciation ¢
the dynamics and politics behind global policy development. He a
that the YIGF was a highly interactive and meaningful forum with t
stakeholder groups demonstrated how the issues were affecting th
ents with empirical evidences which presented a compelling ca
position and offered suggestions how all the stakeholders could wc
This approach enabled the stakeholders to see correlations of these i:
broad consequences on all segments of today’s society.
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The NetMission Ambassadors program

The Internet has become a mainstream media and a
critical infrastructure for business. Adoption and
development of the Internet has the potential to
dramatically transform and improve people’s
quality of life, bring new opportunities in
education, employment and socio-economic
development. However, the gap between the
“haves” and “have-nots” is widening rapidly. This
digital divide problem is emerging as a major social
development and poverty alleviation concern for
modern society. The NetMission Ambassadors
program (NetMission.asia) aims to bring together a
network of dedicated young volunteers devoted
towards promoting and contributing towards
digital inclusion, Internet governance as well as a
respectable and harmonious Internet environment.
Every year, the training program invited experts on
the subjects of Internet governance, digital
inclusion and other related areas to share insights,
experiences and knowledge with the NetMission
Ambassadors. Each graduating class of NetMission
Ambassadors is then tasked to develop and
implement their own digital inclusion community
projects to raise awareness and bring a positive
social impact to the information society in Asia.
Ambassadors will create ideas and develop ways to
address the digital divide problem with the support
from the organizers, network of guests and
supporting organizations.
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NetMission Concept I

Knowledge volunteers | A series of training
workshops was designed to equip Ambassadors
with a comprehensive understanding of the digital
divide and its challenges every year. Ambassadors
are then encouraged to apply and put forth feasible
and effective solutions or suggestions. With an
emphasis on the multi-stakeholder perspective,
they are tasked to plan, organize and execute their
own community projects surrounding the topics.
NetMission believes that only by equipping youth
with knowledge and first-hand experiences, can we
work together to create a more harmonious digital
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An Autonomous working environment |
After training, the tasks of organizing the commu-
nity projects are then left in the hands of NetMis-
sion Ambassadors. The autonomic nature of the
projects means Ambassadors can choose their own
area of focus and brainstorm ideas accordingly.
They would arrange their own meeting times and
agendas, and contact partners for collaboration to
organize events and programs. With the autonomy
and freedom to organize by themselves.in'a way
that suits them best, the program-aims to synergize
upon each of the Ambassadors’ creativity,
strengths, talents and resources. This encourages
Ambassadors to act in coherence with what the
digital divide and Internet means to them and their
generation, while DotAsia facilitates and supports
them along the way in the learning process. The
program hopes to help youth to unleash their
potential and realize their role and contribution to

society. BEEFE - FWIEEHE * LBRAR

FimE ) RA—HBUESMAIETERNEE  HERRNZFHE/NEER
B DIESRRERS ABRNRS - BRR Y EENARMATREE -
WEEARNLHFNERIREIE - LHEBLFHNE TR ELZEHE

2 ZE  ZERE  RRAMESSERENREEL -

» 7£DotAsia
N3 ACED °

Sharing the Model to the Rest of the World

Yet we do not just stop there. We would like to keep spreading our impact to
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other countries in Asia Pacific region. Many more YIGF in other countries are
already being planned, such as Beijing, Taiwan and South Korea this year. With
growing number of YIGF taking place, we hope a united youth force will arise in
the future to make something great with the intercontinental collaboration.
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An emphasis on international collabora-
tion, and participation from all sectors | The
program’s multi-stakeholder approach has won the
collaboration of many organizations that spans the
IT sectors, educational institutes, youth groups,
volunteer groups, elderly groups and social organi-
zations, amongst others. We believe that the digital
divide-has influenced so many levels of the society,
that it is no longer adequately addressed by the IT
world alone. We hope that NetMission’s work will
likewise be able to represent society’s voice, and
raise the awareness of the public to these issues. &
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Participation in Regional and International
conferences | As the original “netizens” of the
Internet, our Ambassadors have been able to use
their insights and projects to raise awareness in the
IT world, especially from their point of view as users
and youth. As a result, DotAsia actively selects and
invites Ambassadors who have made significant
contributions to participate in regional and interna-
tional conferences. On the international level,
NetMission Ambassadors have participated in
various international conferences, including the
Asia Pacific Network Information Center Confer-
ence (APNIC), Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers (ICANN), the Asia Pacific Next
Generation Camp (APNG) and the United Nations
Internet Governance Forum (UNIGF) conferences
respectively. These opportunities echo with
DotAsia's efforts to build up the Internet Society. f&
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The NetMission Ambassadors Programme, though
only recently established, has already received
encouraging feedback from the community. The
program was awarded the Hong Kong KCT Awards
2009@ Best Digital Inclusion Award (Service). With
such encouragement, NetMission has further
branched out its program to involve other regions
in Asia as well in the years onward. We are proud to
announce that NetMission Taiwan and NetMission
Beijing will also be opening this year. In addition,
through the collaboration with Chinese YMCA of
Hong Kong, NetMission goes beyond universities to
all secondary schools in Hong Kong, Shenzhen and
Guangzhou. Indeed, the NetMission Ambassadors
Program is the first step in involving youth in Asia.
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B8z RVint Cerf

“Your job as the NetMission Ambassadors
is to spread the knowledge of IT and the
access to the Internet. You also need to

raise people’s awareness on facilitating
access to the Internet and contributing to
the development of the Internet.”

Vint Cerf (Father of the Internet)

Nurturing Primary & Secondary
Students on Internet Governance
NetMission X WebOrganic

The Seed Ambassadors Program organized by
WebOrganic of the Hong Kong Council of
Social Service (HKCSS) aims to recruit both
primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong
as the Seed School to be the pioneer in
Internet Issue Education. Each Seed School
will nominate 8 students from different
classes to form a team of Seed Ambassadors.
With a series of training and coaching
sessions organized by our NetMission Ambas-
sadors, the Seed Ambassadors will intiate
their own projects in their campus to spread

the positive attitude in using Internet and be
the peer leader. There a total of 32 primary
and secondary schools participating the
program this year which over 400 students
involved.
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Net Y IS B KEENKAT

NetMission X YMCA

Internet has already become the core social,
learning and entertainment platform for
young people. With its popularization, many
issues arise: e.g. cyber addiction, copyright
and cyber bullying, etc. To allow youth to
express their views on the issues, DotAsia and
Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong co-organized
the NetY Ambassador Program aiming to
nuture the new generation of youth Internet
leaders. The ambassadors will advocate
among the peer on concerning the various
digital issues to build a better Internet.

About the Competition

The highlight of this program is the UN Net
Ambassador Competition where there will be
3 cities participating namely Hong Kong,
Shenzhen and Guangzhou. All secondary
school students are encouraged to submit an
essay paper about Internet Governance in
their own cities to compete for the title of
NetY UN Ambassador. Throughout the
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process, University students from NetMission
Ambassadors Program and Chinese YMCA will
be coaching the participants to complete the
essay paper. Training camps will also be
arranged for participants which professors
and industry professionals will be invited to
introduce ideas of netizens, the multi-
stakeholder discussion model of UN and
other Internet-related issues. The best essay
award winner will become the NetY UN
Ambassador will be fully subsidized to take
part in the United Nations Internet Gover-
nance Forum 2012 in Azerbaijan this October.

Support from Hins Cheung

We are also very honoured to have Mr. Hins
Cheung, a well-known Asian singer to be our
Honorary Ambassador of NetY Program.
Leveraging the influence of Hins in the Asia
region, we believe more youth will be aware
of this program and the message of Internet
governance can further be spread out.
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The Seed Ambassadors Program emphasize
on the collaboration between the seeds
ambassadors and their mentors to plan,
implement and take part in the Internet-
related activities. The best team would earn
the opportunity to join the 14th Asia Pacific
Next Generation (APNG) Camp held in Seoul,
Korea in Aug 2012. They will be presenting
their projects and share their experiences
with many other passionate youth from the
Asia Pacific Region.
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